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MEMORANDUM FOR: EPS/LG

SUBJECT: The Washington Post Article Entitled: "Reagan
Calls Iran, Libya and PLO a 'New Danger' in
Central America" :

STAT

FROM:

Liaison Division, OLL

1. A call was received in this office from Tom Latimer,
staff Director, HPSCI, regarding the attached art1c1e. He
said that Representative Hamilton was interested in any
intelligence we have on this.

2. Please respond by 1 February.

STAT

Attachment:
As stated

Distribution:

Original - Addressee
1 OLL Record
1 OLL Chrono
1 - .Cu Chrono
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25 January 1985

ngan (alls Iran, Libya and PLO
A ‘New Danger’ in Central America

By David Hoffman

Washington Post Stalf Writer

President Reagan, attempting to
escalate pressure on the Sandinista
government of Nlcaragua. charged
yesterday that a “new danger” in
Central America “is the support
being given the Sandinistas” by the
Iranian regime of the Ayatollah Ru-
hollah Khomeini, as well as by Libya
and the Palestine Liberation Organ-
ization (PLO).

Reagan's remarks in a speech to
legislators from other nations
marked the first time he has ac-
cused Iran of supporting the San-
dinistas and came as Iranian Prime
Minister Mir Hossein Mousavi vis-
ited Nicaragua and met with Pres-

. ident Daniel Ortega. Earlier, he had

visited Cuba.
Sources said the United States
believes that the Iranian official is

the “kingpin in the Iranian terrorist
operation” and may be seeking to
introduce to Central America ter-
rorist activities used in the Middle
East. One source cited the suicide
truck bombings in Lebanon as the
type of activities that may be in-
volved.

“We've seen terrorism in this
hemisphere, but nothing like that in
the Middle East,” one informed
source said. “The potential for that

- kind of terrorism in this hemisphere
is very troubling.”

Administration sources also said
the Iranian official is expected to be
discusging a possible oil deal be-
tween Nicaragua and Iran that
would reduce the need for Nicara-

~ gua to buy oil from Mexico and the
Soviet Union. The Iranian official
may also be discussing arms ship-
ments to the Sandinistas, one ad-
ministration official said.

|

“The official sajd that the United
States has intelligence information
that Iranian - Embassy officials in
Managua have had contacts with
Colombia’s M-19 guerrillas and that
a radical faction of the PLO has pro-
vided training and acted as advisers:
to the Sandini%tas. “We have data
that a number, of terrorist groups
have trained and found safe haven
in Nicaragua,” the official said.

Speaking to delegates at the
Western He 0ksphere Legislative
Leaders Forum, Reagan also said
that aiding the| “freedom fighters,”

‘or contras, opposing the Sandinistas

is “essentially acting in self-
defense” by the United States and
its allies. !

The administration made this
argument recently in contending
that the International Court of Jus-
tice did not have jurisdiction over
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W S. actions in Central’ America,
,&nyesterdaymarkedthefirst time
{Reagan has used it in a policy

ch on the subject,
: ‘Reagan’s comments came the
- after incoming Senate Foreign
elations Committee Chairman
Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R-Ind.) said
that aid to the contras, which Con-
gress halted last year, is no longer
“vxable

- Reagan is expected to seek a re-
wival of the aid program this spring,

however
" *The transition to democracy.
eopecally in Central America, has
been accompanied by a concerted
gnd well-financed effort by the So-
'viet bloc and Cuba to undermine
‘emocratw institutions and to seize

:power from those who believe in °

‘democracy,” Reagan said. “The sub-

~ version we're talking about violates

international law; the Organization
of American States, in the past, has
enacted sanctions against Cuba for
such aggression. o

“The Sandinistas have been  at-
tacking their neighbors through
armed subversion since August of
1979,” Reagan said, adding that the
U.S. program of support for the
“freedom fighters” is in self-defense
and is consistent with the United
Nations and OAS charter provisions
for “individual and collective secu-
rity.”

White House spokesman l.arry
Speakes said Reagan’s charge about
“support” from Iran was based on
“other factors™ besides the prime
minister’s visit to Managua, but

*would not be specific.

Reagan unexpectedly brought up
policy toward Libya in a :White
House meeting yesterday morning

—rr—y

with visiting Italian Defense Min-
ister Giavanni Spadolini. . :
- Diplomatic | sources quoted
Spadolini, whose country has exten-
sive experiencein and ties with Lib-
ya, as telling R agan that a policy of
“excommunication” of Libya has

_ outlived its usefulness and that the

time is ripe for renewing commu-
nications with Libya leader Muam-
mar Qaddafi, |
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